Tape 2 Transcript

S: So when did you set up the saw mill on The Twenty? What year was that do you remember? 

H: It was about ’72. We moved down there in ‘70, and it took me about… well in ‘71, and it took me about a year to find a saw mill and get it set up. 

S: And when did you sell it? What year was that? 

H: That would have been  ’78 … Locks? kept having to have me come up there to work and I couldn’t run the saw mill, or cut theirs, so I just sold it.  

S: So I guess you lost your job didn’t you when you sold the saw mill?

D: Yeah I worked the saw mill for well, I don’t know ever since we had one, since we bought one. I didn’t work for it when he was going here there and yonder in his pickup just helping after we were married. I worked with him some. But what else.. I worked some place.. where did I work? Oh at the factory, the factory there in Siloam.. no.. 

H: You worked at a factory in Brunswick.

D: Brunswick? 

H: Uh huh. 

D: I worked at the factory in Brunswick for five years. 

S: At White-Rodgers was that the name? 

D: White-Rodgers yeah. Uh huh yeah. And then we were there for a year and a half or about two years. And we, and next we said, “Should we do this, should we do that, should we stay here, should we go over here, what should we do?” And I says, “You have wanted a saw mill all your life.” And he happened to think about the plot of ground there, right back where we did live, you know where you guys played, you and Darlene would play out in the back with the grass and roll around in it. 

S: [laughs] Yeah. 

D: He said he would build a saw mill there, in Gentry plus, oh, just a plain old house, or whatever. But I says you have always wanted a saw mill. And he was going to get one that cost sixty dollars or something like that. “Let’s go back, lets go to Gentry. And you get a saw mill. And the logs that’ll give us a start. And we’ll know what we’re doing.” So that’s where we ended down there.  

I knew he wanted a saw mill. Then it was [giggling] saw dust too many years! And it didn’t matter to me because I didn’t work.. don’t think I worked much in Gentry. Well, until I went to the saw mill. Yes I did too, I went right with him. I kept the saw dust kept.. cleaned out when he’d get to sawing real good. I kept the grounds clean. They said this is the only place we’ll work it’s clean around. [chuckles] So I did I kept the yard clean. I got paid because I have the books to prove it. I don’t remember how much an hour I got. 

H: Probably about 15 cents. 

D: About 15 cents? 

S: [chuckles]

D: Well something like that anyhow. You and me worked out there some because you’d get tired from walking up from the mill to the store. 

S: No, you didn’t have a saw mill when I was there. That was later. 

D: That was later? Whenever it was. 

S: Yeah. 

D: You’d get tired and I’d put you up on my shoulder. I knew how to do that. And we’d carry on. 

H: I almost bought a saw mill after the war at Nortonville. I had a tractor from a saw mill that I had before the war. And I had an eight-power cutoff saw. So I made a list the tractor and the cutoff saw. And Montgomery Ward sold saw mills then. And I went up to the lady that run the bank and asked her, I wanted a loan to buy a Montgomery Ward saw mill. And I gave as security an International Harvester tractor and that big cutoff saw with a six-cylinder motor on it. 

She looks at the piece of paper and said, “Well I’d be fully justified in giving you a loan off this, under those circumstances. But,” she said, “Guy Effingham has got a Coop saw mill just like the Montgomery Ward saw mill, and says he wants to sell the saw mill and buy a new Montgomery Ward saw mill.” And she said, “I would say it would be more sense for you to go up and buy that that saw mill than to go in debt for a Montgomery Ward saw mill.” 

So I went up to look at the saw mill. And it was a lot not saying there was anything wrong with it but suddenly I lost my appetite for buying a saw mill. [laughter] And I just looked and let it drop.   

S: I guess I told you that when you were running that saw mill out there on the twenty that Wheeler and Fay came to me and they said, “Now Helen we want you to go and tell your Dad that he should sell that saw mill. He has no business being out there day after day doing all that hard work. So we want you to tell him that he has to sell that saw mill.” [laughs] I said, “I’m not going to tell him that. He’s wanted a saw mill all his life. I said, he’s happy as a lark. He loves being out there. I’m not going to go tell him he can’t do that.” So they dropped it. [laughs]

D: Who was doing all that? 

S: Wheeler and Fay wanted me to tell you to get rid of that saw mill and not be out there working so hard every day because it wasn’t good for you. 

D: Oh! [laughter] Oh my goodness. I wonder if they remember that? They probably do. 

S: I don’t know. They were all concerned that you were going to have a stroke or heart attack or something out there I guess. I don’t know. I said, “That’s what he wanted all his life. I’m not going to tell him he can’t do that.” 

D: Well he worked in the chicken.. [laughter] chicken house.. cleaning chickens to go out! 

S: Wheeler? Wheeler did? 

D: Wheeler did. He worked in that factory yeah. Fay worked in the.. she did sewing, yeah she did sewing for Roebuck. 

H: Sears Roebuck.

D: OK, whatever it was. She worked there years. And that’s when they moved to Tulsa. 

S: Of course what they probably didn’t realize either that Dad wouldn’t have done it anyway, even if I had told him to. So..

D: Yeah. 

S: Even if I had told him he wouldn’t have done it. [chuckles]

… 
S: A couple of times when I was there I would see kittens come out. There was a hole there, back by that side door. They were in there, I don’t know if they were in there, or  underneath or where they were. There would be kittens running around there, by the shed, or by the tool shop, Dad’s shop. 

H: David trapped some kittens up in a hollow tree out by the house. 

S: She had her kittens up there? 

H: Yeah she had kittens clear up in the top of it, clear up in the tree there, twenty foot high. David climbed up there and got them out.  

D: But he put them back. The momma didn’t have anything to do with us. David.. I think it was David who climbed the tree and got the cats. 

S: Well that was kind of silly of her. 

D: Yeah.

S: Didn’t she know they might… when they’re first born they’re blind. They could just fall out of that tree. 

D: I don’t know, must have known they’ll be all right. 

S: Hmmm. 

D: How long were we there in Gentry? 

H: Thirty-four years.

D: Yeah, well we got along pretty good with most everybody there. I guess most, yeah, most with all. 

S: Most with all? 

D: Uh huh.

S: Oh I don’t know did you have any feuds with anybody? 

D: [laughter] Well I don’t think of any, off hand I don’t. I don’t think we left any enemies any where we went. 

H: When we first went there, the Masonic Hall was over the hardware store, just a little over a block from the house. They had built that addition of the hardware store, and the guy that tried to sell the hardware was a Mason. And he fixed it so the Masons owned the upstairs of the new part. And Doris wanted to go to the Eastern Star. And I said, “Well I’ll walk you down there, but you’ll have to walk back yourself.” Then she called me on the phone, and told them. And so she went to Eastern Star there. 

D: I remember riding up on the.. of course they had that machinery there to raise the one star we had lit. And you say they lowered that for us? 

H: I don’t know about that. 

D: I remember walking. 

H: I went up there with you one night, you told me that you wanted me to go up with you and meet the folks, so I did. And we went upstairs that night. 

D: That was after my surgery.

S: Oh. 

D: I started walking. [?] but I never joined, I’d just go, 

H: They had my money. At the new Masonic hall I joined, when they began to plan to build the Masonic Hall I moved my membership down there. 

D: You didn’t go for what? 

H: Two years. 

D: You didn’t go for two years huh. I pledged for it eventually. But they had songs that they’d sing with different parts for Eastern Star [?] I And she had one girl who liked to sing, so she got to sing with a lot of the things. Make it a little [?] I guess I played for every thing we ever joined, or a little bit any how, not very much. [?] the Methodists there in Brunswick. How long did we live there, Brunswick? 

H: Sixteen years. 

D: Sixteen? 

H: Uh huh. 

D: And we had that meeting the whole time, didn’t we, at the Bubba grocery store, with the outside entrance. Tear past those steps. 

H: Ah, yeah. 

D: Not the whole time. Did we build our own? What did we do? 

H: What are you talking about? 

D: Eastern Star, Star of Masons.

H: No, they had it, it ended up upstairs of that store. 

D: We walked up on the outside though. 

H: Yeah, outside the stairway we walked up. 

S: How long were you in Carrollton? [Carrollton, Missouri.] 

H: Oh, about a year. 

S: OK, that was in ’53 or ’54 that you were there? Was that when we stayed in your house, when you went to Carrolton? Because we stayed in your house for, like a summer, when Bob and I, after we were married. 

H: Oh you did? 

S: Yeah, but I don’t know if it was that first summer or if it was the second summer.. must have been the second summer we stayed there. ’54.. yeah we were there in ’54 so that must have been when you went to Carrolton?

H: ’54 is when we went to uh.. ’54 let’s see what year were you married? 

S: ‘53

H: Well we must have moved to Carrolton soon after you were married. We moved to Brunswick in ’54.

S: OK

H: Must have been in Carrolton about a year. And we moved to Brunswick in ’54. And you say you moved into our house in ’54?

S: Well, that summer, that summer before Kim was born, we were staying in your house because.. 

D: [laughs]

S: Because that was the summer I was so sick because we were driving back and forth to Topeka to work and on 59 you remember how it curved and it curved and curved and curved? And I would get so sick that by the time I got to work I would just throw up. [laughter] I was so sick.

D: Yeah, you were going to move into, you were going to do something. You were going to move into a house with us some where. You didn’t ever believe that we’d ever live in a house. You were going to come and see that we did. She came later. [laughs] That day was the day she was born. 

S: That was Kelly. 

D: Kelly? 

S: That was Kelly, that was ’61. 

D: You were going to beat us there and see that we got in, of course I guess we threatened too many long.. 

S: [laughs] Well because he kept saying he was building this house for you, and then he’d sell it. Then he’d build another house, said he built it for you and then he’d sell it. So he was building this house for you to move into, so I thought, “Well, well we’ll see.” [laughter]

H: Well that was just joking. [laughter] I wasn’t building houses for her, I was building them to sell all the time. I didn’t intend to build it for her. 

S: Well I thought as fancy as that house was I knew for sure it would sell right away.

D: [laughs] Well, it wasn’t long after that you did come I guess. 

H: When was it when you lost DC? 

S: Oh my goodness that was…

H: That was about ’66 wasn’t it? When you went to California? 

S: Ah shoot. It could have been, must have been yeah. 

H: Because Kelly was pretty good sized girl, she was holding the cat, cat jumped out of her arms. And she could stand up. 

S: I think what had happened was there was some dogs that were running loose, and they started chasing her. She went up a tree and she wouldn’t come down. And so finally we had to leave. We just figured she would come down and be with you until we came back. But apparently that’s when she headed back towards St. Louis. Finally figured out she couldn’t make it so she came back to your house. [chuckles] 

H: She was sure glad to see us I’ll say that. 

S: Ah? 

D: She was bedraggled. I can remember seeing her coming across the road, that’s what she did didn’t she? 

H: No she was coming down the hill side. 

D: Yeah? 

H: She had evidently got to our house just as we were leaving in the car. Of course we had to drive around the block to… went to the side of the house before.. there she come down the hill on the west side of the house.  

D: So when you called to her then she came, didn’t she? 

H: Yeah she came.

D: Him or whoever. 

S: She was a she. 

H: Well, she always liked me after that. [laughter]

S: Finally somebody that knows my name! [laughter] She was one of a kind. 

D: Do you remember when you first saw her then, when the two of you her and you he and you whatever she was DC. Was DC a momma?

S: Yeah, well she was a she. She never had kittens. Which was one thing I always regretted because I think she would have made a fantastic mother. 

D: Oh? 

S: And her kittens would have been beautiful we would have had no trouble getting rid of them but… Do I remember the first time I saw her when? 

D: When she saw you. 

S: When we came back to get her? 

D: Uh huh.

S: She didn’t hardly know us because I remember she was.. when the kids, you know they were so excited to see her, and they rushed out at her and she started to run away. 

D: Oh? 

S: And I called her, called her name and she turned around and kind of looked at me. And then I said, “It’s OK, come on, here kitty, DC.” And she just kind of finally she realized I guess. The kids hadn’t said anything, they just rushed at her. But when I talked to her she recognized my voice and said, “Oh, this is somebody that I know.” Well then she came to us. But at first she was like, “Uh uh I don’t want all these people in my face!” [laughter] 

I was surprised that she had forgotten, because it really hadn’t been that long. But I guess she’d been through so much. And I’m sure in all her journeys people had, you know, tried to catch her and been rushing at her and so forth. And she was trying to find the way. 

D: She wasn’t looking for a new home then. 

S: She didn’t adapt to new situations real well. 

D: I think so. 

S: I remember when we moved to Kansas City. Bob went on ahead and he took her with him because the kids and I were going to fly. 

D: Oh? 

S: And so he took her to the new house and, I don’t know if you remember but it was a split-foyer. And the garage was underneath the two bedrooms on the left hand side as you’re looking at the house. 

H: Yeah.

S: You’d go in the front door and had to go either up the stairs or down stairs. Well he took her in and put her litter box in the garage and so forth because he was going to work. Well she got up into the rafters of the garage and she wouldn’t come down. 

D: Oh! [laughter] 

S: She would not talk to him. She would not have anything to do with him, she was so mad. [laughter] I guess she thought he was taking her away from the kids. I don’t know what she thought. But she was mad. 

D: For goodness sake! [laughing]

S: He left food out for her and she would come down and eat. But then she would go back up. And that’s where she stayed. 

D: [laughing]

S: So when we finally got there, we thought, we were afraid to let her out because afraid she would take off, because we didn’t know if she was still mad at us or what the deal was. So we just waited until she finally calmed down and started coming around. And then there was a rooster in the neighborhood that would crow every morning about five five-thirty. 

D: [laughs] 

S: And well, I liked it, I enjoyed hearing it. 

D; My goodness.. 

S: So one day we decided it’s OK to let her out. And that rooster never crowed again. 

H: [laughter]

S: And we all went, “Oops.” [laughter] 

D: Oh.. you don’t know… 

S: Oh I’m sure. 

D: Oh my goodness.

S: She took on squirrels and possums. And so I know she had – ate up that rooster. 

D: Oh! Oh my goodness.. [laughs] well, how old was she? Finally?

S: Well see, by that time she was about six. She wasn’t that old. 

D: Oh! They just keep coming and going. One thing I remember about that house is we saw  the Christmas tree that year. Yeah that year. You took us down and showed us all over. 

S: Oh in Kansas City? 

D: In Kansas City yeah. Yeah. Though I don’t remember the house. 

H: I do, I remember the house. 

D: You remember the house. Like everything else. 

H: Sometimes. It’s my business, so…

D; Yeah! [laughter] 

D; Yeah that’s what you’re looking at. 

H: At that time David [See note 1] done some work down in the basement, I don’t remember just what it was now. Something in the finishing up. 

S: Probably the boy’s bedroom.

H: Could be. Some little thing it didn’t amount to much.  

S: I’ll bet I know what it was. When we moved there the wall on the right hand side of the stairway going down stairs was solid, and I wanted it cut out so it was open. And so that might have been what you were doing. 

D: How long did you live there? 

S: Just a year. 

D; Just a year? Danny says that was the worst year ever. He had to go on the bus. 

S; Yeah.. yeah. 

D; The only thing I heard about it. Danny hated that place. 

S: Well I guess David liked it, I don’t know. Kim liked it because, I think Kim was the only one of the kids that really really loved that place. But the high school she was going to – that was her first year of high school – and it was a brand-new school. They were the first class, they would be the first class to graduate in that school. So she was on the pom-pom team and she really blossomed there, so that’s the main thing I hated when Bob was transferred back to St. Louis, was that she was going to miss that experience. Because she was really having a good time in school.  

The other kids… Kelly hated it. Kelly was so unhappy. Every morning… because she loved school here, she just loved it. And when she would get ready to go to school in the morning she was the only one that walked. All the other kids rode the bus. And she would start out for school and she would come back and she would say, “I forgot this,” or, “I forgot to kiss you,” or, “I forgot to give you a hug.” I mean she would come back like two or three times, stalling, you know. And so I knew something was wrong. 

So I would go to school and try to find out what was wrong. “No, everything’s fine, everything’s fine.” And she wouldn’t tell me what was wrong. But I have a feeling that she and the teacher just did not get along at all. And so in her case I was glad when they moved us back. Because when we moved back and we moved over to Scottdale – she would have been in a different elementary school. So I went to the superintendent and I just begged him to let her go back to the school she was at before. 

D; Why? 

S: Because she had already gone through so much trauma. And so they agreed, they looked at the census at both schools, and they agreed she could go back to Northview. But he said she can’t ride the bus, you’d have to take her, you’ll have to get transportation. So I drove her every day, took her there and picked her up, so she could go to that school. 

But the first day that she walked in, all the kids were, “Oh! Kelly’s here! Kelly’s here!” So well from then on she was in her glory. [laughter] She loved it from then on. And she still has friends, there’s about six girls that, except for the year she was gone, went through kindergarten through high school together. 

D: Oh my goodness. 

S: And they’re still friends. And when she lived here, every year they would all get together at least once. Sometimes they would take a trip to the Ozarks and spend a weekend together. And this weekend two of them are down at her house, they came down to see her down there. So it’s just they’ve been friends all these years. And I just think it’s amazing that their friendship has lasted that long. And they get along! [laughter]

D: And you hated it so much, your old school. School was meant for people that are going to kick you. 

H: I took the seventh and eighth grade the same year. I was a year behind all the time but I quit after that for sure. When we lived in South Dakota we didn’t go to school. So I was behind all of them a grade, all through school until I dropped out of it. Seventh grade I took seventh and eighth grade together. Thirteen subjects. 

S: Whew! 
 H: In Colorado you had to pass the county exam to graduate from the eighth grade. And my name was in the paper that I had graduated. And the grade you got – I don’t remember the grade I got. But when I went to high school all the kids knew me. [laughter] And I didn’t know any of them! 

S: Where’d you live in Colorado? 

H: Peetz. 

S: Peetz? 

H: Yeah.

S: How do you spell it? 

H. P, E, E, T, Z.

S: Oh Peetz. What part of Colorado was that? 

H: Right on the northwestern corner, no northeastern corner.  Near Nebraska. 

S: Was it mountainous there or pretty much plain? 

H. No.. no.. Peetz was on a table about thirty miles in diameter and valleys on each side.. they’re all around. Just a flat, just a flat table.  And then on the South and headed northeast was, northwest along the south side of the table and in the northwest was the Kennesaw Valley [Note 2]. Kennesaw Valley was about sixty miles long and I don’t know may be ten miles wide at the widest.  It’s all cattle country except the Eastern end of it near the county seat Stirling. The eastern end of it is irrigated and they grow sugar beets. And up on the table they grow corn, wheat and barley. And there’s a few trees on the table around where farmers then built ponds.. with pond water they were trying to set out cottonwoods around the ponds. And we had two or three cherry trees, in the west end of the garden. But you could look for miles and not see a tree. 

D: Hmmm. 

S: When people would find out I was from Kansas they would say, “Oh, Kansas is so flat, so dull and boring.” And I would say, “Well may be the western part of it is but the eastern part isn’t, where I grew up.” And they’ll say, “Well I’d rather live in Colorado with all those trees and all those mountains.” And I’d say, “Oh well you haven’t been to the eastern part of Colorado then. It’s just as dry, boring and flat as Kansas is.” [laughter] 

I had a girl friend that was from Western Kansas somewhere, I forget where, and when she moved here to St. Louis she hated it because she said, “I used to be able to go out my back door and look for miles and see my neighbor clear down the road, you know?” [laughter]  She says, “I can’t see anything here.” And when Brad and Kelly first moved to Texas he was just thrilled to death and he said, “Mom, look! Look how far you can see! Look at that!!”  I said, “Well yeah I guess so. I guess there is some compensation to flat land!” [laughter]

H: That’s funny. An old lady lived on a farm in Nebraska, lived on a farm side by side but there was a hill between them. The pastor went out behind the barn, to take a leak, and his neighbor hauled him into court for indecent exposure. And the judge said, “Well you can’t even see his house from your house!” She said, “Well I can from the top of the windmill!” [laughter]                                                                                                                                          
Footnotes
1 Hubert Bond says David was doing the work in the basement but it was Robert Pickens, David’s dad, doing the work although it’s possible David might have been helping.   
2 Can't find a Kennisaw Valley located near Peetz, Colorado or anywhere in Colorado for that matter.  
